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Pre-Assessment 
Unit 1, Grade 2   
 
Read selection:  (Teacher may choose to read aloud while students follow along.) 

 
 

Hedgehog Bakes a Cake 
By Maryann Macdonald 

Illustrated by Lynn Munsinger 
 

     Hedgehog was hungry for cake.  He found a yellow cake 
recipe.  “This one sounds easy,” he said, “and good, too.”  
Hedgehog took out the flour.  He took out the eggs and the butter. 
     He was taking out the blue mixing bowl when he heard a 
knock at the door.  It was rabbit.  “Hello, Rabbit,” said Hedgehog.  
I am making a cake.”  “I will help you,” said Rabbit, “I am good at 
making cakes.”  “Here is the recipe,” said Hedgehog.  “You do not 
need this recipe,” Rabbit said.  “I will show you what to do.” 
     Rabbit took the flour.  He dumped it into the blue bowl.  He 
took the butter and dumped that in, too.  Then he dumped in the 
sugar.  “Now we will mix it,” said Rabbit.   
Mixing was hard work.  Rabbit mixed and mixed.  His arm began 
to hurt.  The batter was lumpy.  The sugar stuck to the sides of 
the bowl.  There was flour everywhere.  
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     “I think someone is calling me,” said Rabbit, “You finish the 
mixing, Hedgehog.  I will come back when the cake is ready.”  
Hedgehog shook his head.  The cake batter was a mess. 
     “What’s the matter, Hedgehog?”  Squirrel was at the door, 
looking in.  “I am making a cake,” said Hedgehog, “but it does not 
look very good.”  “You need eggs,” said Squirrel, “I will put them 
in.” 
     He cracked some eggs and dropped them in.  Some shell fell 
in, too.  “A little bit of shell does not matter,” said Squirrel, “Mix it 
all together.”  So Hedgehog mixed.  The batter was more lumpy, 
but mixing was easier than before. 
     Owl stuck her head in the door.  “Baking?” she asked, “May I 
help?”  Hedgehog did not want more help.  But he didn’t want to 
hurt Owl’s feelings.  “You can butter the pan,” said Hedgehog.  
Owl was happy.  She stuck her wing into the butter.  Then she 
smeared it around the pan.   
     Owl turned on the oven with her buttery feathers.  She turned it 
up as high as it would go.  “The oven must be nice and hot,” she 
said. 
     We have gotten very messy helping you,” said Squirrel, “We 
will go home now and clean up.  Put the cake in the oven.  We will 
come back when it is ready.”  Squirrel and Owl went home. 

 
     Hedgehog looked at the kitchen.  There was sugar on the 
floor.  There was butter on the oven door.  And there was flour on 
everything. 
     Hedgehog dumped the cake batter into the garbage pail.  He 
locked the kitchen door and took out his recipe.  First Hedgehog 
measured the sugar.  He mixed it slowly with the butter.  Next he 
counted out three eggs and cracked them into the bowl – one, 
two, three.  Then he added the flour.  Hedgehog mixed everything 
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together and poured it into Owl’s buttery pan.  He turned down the 
heat and put the batter in the oven.  Then he cleaned up the 
kitchen. 
     The kitchen was clean.  The cake was cooling on a rack.  And 
the table was set for a tea party.  The four friends sat down.  
Hedgehog cut the cake.  They each ate one slice.  “It’s perfect,” 
said Owl. 
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1. What lesson do you think the author wanted readers to learn 
from reading this story?  Use examples from the story to 
support your reasoning. 

________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________ 
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2. The following sentences come from the story you just read 
Look back to the story to where the sentence is found.  Use 
information, or clues, you get from reading the story to determine 
the meanings of the underlined words. 
 
     The batter was lumpy.  In this story, batter means:   
 
      _______________ 
 
     Then she smeared it around the pan.  In this story, smeared    
 
     means: ____________ 
 
 
  

3. Thinking about character traits… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Look at the character traits in the box.  Some of the characters in 
the previously read story can be said to have one or more of 
those traits.   
Choose two characters from the story.  (Hedgehog, Owl, Rabbit, 
Squirrel)  Select a trait that describes each of your selected 
character.  

Character 

Traits 

patient 

organized   

sloppy           

kind          

careful   

careless 

 

 



Name_____________________________              Date__________________ 

 

What evidence, from the story, proves that each of the characters 
you selected have that trait?  
 

Character #1 Character #2 

 
Character’s Name: 
__________________ 
 
Character Trait:  
____________________ 
 
Evidence from the story:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Character’s Name: 
__________________ 
 
Character Trait:  
____________________ 
 
Evidence from the story:   
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4. Write a story about a time when you encountered a situation 
similar to the one in the story.  Be sure to tell your story in 
sequential order, include details to describe actions, 
thoughts and feelings, and provide a sense of closure. 

 

 

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 
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5. Why do readers need to ask questions? 

______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________ 

 
6. How can you better understand the characters, setting or 

plot of a story? 

___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________ 
 

7. What makes a good story/narrative? 

___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________ 
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Pre Assessment Scoring Guide 

 
TASK 1 – 
What lesson do you think the author wanted readers to learn from reading this story?  
Use examples from the story to support your reasoning. 
 
A correct answer will refer to the author wanting the reader to understand the 
importance of following instructions and/or completing tasks in a specific order.  
Supportive reasoning would allude to the fact that not doing so will result in the end 
product coming out wrong. 
 
TASK 2 –  
The following sentences come from the story you just read. 
Refer back to the story to where the sentence is found.  Use information, or clues, you 
get from reading the story to determine the meanings of the underlined words. 
     The batter was lumpy.  In this story, batter means:  mixture or mix 
 
     Then she smeared it around the pan.  In this story, smeared means:  spread 
   
 
TASK 3 –  
Thinking about character traits… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Look at the character traits in the box.  Some of the characters in the previously read 
story can be said to have one or more of those traits.   
Choose two characters from the story.  (Hedgehog, Owl, Rabbit, Squirrel)  Select a trait 
that describes each of your selected character.  
What evidence, from the story, proves that each of the characters you selected have 
that trait?  
 
     Ex.  Character #1 –  
            Character: 
            Character Trait: 
            Evidence from Story: 

Character 

Traits 

patient 

organized   

sloppy           

kind          

careful   

careless 
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Examples of correct answers: 

 Hedgehog was patient.  He waited nicely while his friends tried to help even 
though they were messing up the mixture. 

 Hedgehog was kind.  He didn’t want to hurt his friends’ feelings so he let them 
think that they helped. 

 Hedgehog was organized.  He followed instructions in order to do the job right. 

 Owl was careless.  He turned the oven all the way up. 

 Owl / Rabbit / Squirrel was careless.  He didn’t follow the recipe instructions and 
messed up the mixture. 

 Owl / Rabbit / Squirrel was sloppy.  He made a mess and did not help to clean 
up. 

 
 
TASK 4 –  
Write about a time when you encountered a situation similar to the one in the story.   
Be sure to tell your story in sequential order, include details to describe actions, 
thoughts and feelings, and provide a sense of closure. 
 

4 
 

3 2 1 

All “Proficient” 
criteria plus: 
□ Includes 
personal 

opinions about 
the character. 

□ Makes a text-
to-self 

connection 
about the 

character that 
shows 

understanding 
of the lesson 

that the author 
wanted the 

reader to learn. 
 

Proficient  
□ Writes about a situation 

similar to the one in the story 
or that teaches the same 

lesson as in the story. 
□ Tells story in sequential 

order. 
□ Includes details that 

describe actions, thoughts 
and feelings. 

□ Provides a sense of 
closure. 

 

Progressing  
□ Meets 2-3 of 
the “Proficient” 

criteria 
 

Beginning  
□ Meets fewer 
than 2 of the 
“Proficient” 

criteria 
□ Task to be 

repeated after 
re-teaching 

□ Comments: 
 

 
 

 


